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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Uluakar 
et al. (2002/0078046). 



Claim 

1 . A vertical requirements 
development method for developing 
requirements for a system to be 
developed, the system to be 
developed having top-level 
requirements and being representable 
by a program specification tree made 
up of multiple layers of individual 
system elements, 

with each lower layer of the multiple 
layers comprising individual system 
elements having lower level 
requirements associated therewith 
compared to an upper layer, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

based on the top-level requirements, 
identifying a plurality of system 
level requirements analyses which, 
upon satisfaction, comply with the 
top-level requirements; and 



Uluakar 

See the title and the abstract. The 
workflow feature indicates the top level 
requirements and the multiple layers, 
see sect. 0053. 



This is merely descriptive information 
that defines the relationship between 
layers as being different. This feature 
is inherent in Uluakar's system to enable 
easy of use in supporting processes, 
see sect. 0052. 



This feature is considered taught by 
sects. 0013-0014. 
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for each system level requirements 
analysis, allocating specification 
requirements to each of the 
individual system elements that 
contribute to the satisfaction of 
that system level requirements 
analysis, regardless of the level 
of the individual system elements 
that contribute in the program 
specification tree. 

2. The method of claim 1, 
further comprising the step of 
storing the specification 
requirements allocated to each 
of the individual system 
elements digitally in a 
requirements management 
database. 



See sects. 0021, 0023 and 0026. 



See sect. 0053, which indicates the 
workflow information can be 
modified (which indicates that it had 
been stored) and sect. 0047 whch 
indicates that requirements can also 
be modified (ie. Were previously 
stored). 



3. The method of claim 2, 
further comprising the step of 
storing in the requirements 
management database 
information linking the 
specification requirements 
allocated to each of the 
individual system elements 
to the respective system 
elements. 



4. The method of claim 3, 
further comprising the steps 
of submitting a query to the 
requirements management 
database requesting 
specification requirements 
linked to a specified 
individual system element, 
and the requirements 
management database 
providing an output in 



See sect. 0054 in which the 
loosely coupled and highly 
integrated features are considered 
to provide for the claimed features. 
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response to the query. 

5. The method of claim 2, See figs. 5, 7 and 12. 
wherein the requirements 

management database 
comprises a digital data 
storage medium and a 
server executing software 
for managing data stored 
in the digital data storage 
medium. 

6. The method of claim 1 , See again the rejection of claim 2. 
further comprising the step 

of subsequently modifying 
the system level requirements 
analyses in conjunction with 
the allocated specification 
requirements in order to 
optimize development. 

As per claims 7, and 14, see the rejection of claim 1 . 

The features of claims 8, 10, and 12-13 are taught via claim 5. 

In reference to claims 9 and 15, see the rejection of claims 3-4. 

As per claim 1 1 , see the rejection of claim 4. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Chavis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3720. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00am-5:30pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 
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